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lifting up under-told stories
of Kentucky Women &
Suffragists of Color



Welcome! We are so excited to share this with you!  When people think of the 
Suffrage Movement, they often think of Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton. They think of a movement based in upstate New York. They call to 
mind images of nameless, mostly white women, marching in the streets of 
New York City or Washington, D.C.. But the reality is there were women - Black 
women, Native American women, immigrant women and white women working 
in every city in the country, in every state, working for the right to vote. 

The women featured in this book are local and national heroes. They worked 
tirelessly to ensure the right to vote as well as the general well being for the 
women of Kentucky and beyond. The locations featured in this book are where 
the hard work happened right here in Louisville, KY. 

Every person, every place has a story, and each story is a thread in the fabric 
of history. As an organization, dedicated to lifting up unheard stories, we are 
thrilled to discover these powerful and courageous Kentucky women who 
contributed to the increased freedom and empowerment of the women of 
this country. We hope you enjoy creatively discovering the Kentucky women 
who are part of the fabric of the National Women’s Suffrage Movement.  

Thank you to the local artists who contributed their artwork to this one-of-
a-kind resource! 

-Looking for Lilith Theatre Company
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P.S. - Discover more 
about the artists, 
suffrage and LFL at
www.lookingforlilith.org.
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created by Jill Marie Schierbaum & Morgan Younge

Based on the game “Dots”, our suffrage house game teaches how connections that were so 
important in the success of the Suffrage Movement started with the women visiting each other’s 
houses. “Dots” is an abstract strategy game, played by two or more people on a sheet of squared 
paper. The goal is to “connect” one house to another, once a square is made sign your name, the one 
with the most signatures is the winner. Collecting signatures is still used today to help petition 
for real change in our governement!

We Need Signatures!We Need Signatures!
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Nannie Burroughs was a suffragist, speaker, and activist. She was also a political and social 
leader in Louisville and beyond. Nannie was born in Washington D.C., but moved to Louisville 
as a young woman. During her time in Louisville, she founded a club to teach women useful 
skills, and became friends with the Louisville professor and suffragist Mary Virginia Parish. 

Nannie Burroughs went on to found a school for women and girls in Washington, D. C., but 

stayed close with her friends in Kentucky. Some of them even worked as teachers or board 

members for her school. When she was not teaching, she often traveled the country, speaking 

and advocating for Women’s suffrage.

Nannie Helen Burroughs (1875-1961)

 

created by Alexis Stix Brown
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Nannie Burroughs
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created by
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LIFTING AS WE CLIMB
This was the motto for the National Association of Black Women’s Clubs.  

They wanted to grow better, but also help others get better at the same time.
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Julia Adeline Ingram (1852-1933)
Anna F. Lawrence (1851-1925) 

Julia Ingram and Anna Lawrence were Louisville’s first women doctors. They shared an office, 

with one seeing patients in the morning and the other seeing patients at night. They were 

original members of the Louisville Equal Rights Association. They served their community 

through their suffrage work and their medical work. They lived together nearly all of their 

adult lives, partners in their job, their home, and their work in society.

created by Clare Hagan
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Susan Look Avery (1817-1915) 

Susan Look Avery House

Susan Look Avery was a suffragist, abolitionist, and society woman in Louisville. After her 

husband died in 1885, when Susan was 68 years old, she started to spend a lot of time working 

as an activist. She was a founding member of the Louisville Equal Rights Association, and 

held meetings at her house. This group worked to make positive changes in the state laws, 

like a new law that let married women control their own property. In 1889, Susan was named 

an Honorary Vice President of the National Suffrage Association. She was also a powerful 

member of the Women’s Club, and used her position to push for allowing more ties between 

Black and white women’s clubs. Susan died in 1915, at 98 years old. She never got to vote in a 

national election, but she also never lost her spark or her power. She always liked to say, “It 

is bad for the ignorant and vicious to do ill, but it is worse for the educated and honest to do 

nothing”.

Susan Look Avery’s House, on Fourth and Broadway, was a meeting place for the Louisville 
Equal Rights Association. It is no longer there, but if you visit the Heyburn building, you will 
be standing where the suffragists once met!

created by Clare Hagan
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Susan Look Avery

created by Jenrose Fitzgerald
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Step 1: Project Preparation
Read through the project and gather the materials needed for 
creating chains of paper dolls. 
1. Template Provided 2. Copy or Construcition Paper 3. Pencil or Pen
4. Scissors �5. Crayons or Markers (optional) 
Step 2: Cut Paper Strips
If you are using computer paper, cut each sheet in half lengthwise to 
make two �4” by 11” strips. 
If you are planning to use construction paper, it is best if shorter 
strips are used to reduce the bulk after folding. Try strips that are 
4” by 6”, fold in four equal� sections to cut a chain of two dolls. These 
shorter chains can then be taped �together.
Step 3: Fold Paper Strips
Fold the paper strip into eight equal sections of accordion pleats.
1. Fold the strip in half, matching edges and making a sharp crease.
2. Fold one edge back to meet the fold just made, and crease. Turn the 
paper over and repeat with the other edge. Now you have four equal 
�sections—continue folding to make eight sections.
3. Fold the top layer back to meet the center fold, turn over and repeat.
4. Open the center fold like a book. There are three layers on each side 
with a single layer in the center.
5. Fold one side of three layers in to meet the center fold. Repeat with 
the other side.
6. Fold the center fold back to complete the accordion folds.
Step 4: Draw Doll
With the cut edge of the folded strip to the right, draw half of a doll 
along the left (folded) edge with arms extending to the cut edge.
Step 5: Cut Dolls
Hold the folded strip firmly and cut carefully around the doll outline. 
Do not cut along the folds. Unfold the paper strip to reveal your chain 
of dolls. That’s it you are done! Use your imagination to create more 
paper doll chains!

When you make a Paper Doll Chain, you will notice that all the dolls have the same shape. Even though 
these paper dolls are identical, you can color each one to look different. First paper dolls in Europe were 
made in France in 18th century. They were made of jointed paper and were called “pantins” (puppets). 
Follow the instructions below to create your own paper doll chain.

created by Jill Marie Schierbaum & Morgan Younge
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This image is inspired by the cover of a program for a Suffrage Parade in Washington, D. C. in 
1913. There were lots of floats and decoration. There also really was a woman on a horse! Her 
name was Inez Milholland and she led the parade, which was met with some resistance from 
the D.C. police department. Still, it carried on through the streets.

created by Clare Hagan
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Caroline was a suffragist who began her activism work with a  group called the WCTU, which 

tried to outlaw the sale of alcoholic drinks. The group also worked on many other ways to try 

to help women. As a young woman, Caroline went to Transylvania University in Lexington 

Kentucky, with the founder of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association, Laura Clay.  Caroline 

was a founding member of the Louisville branch of the Equal Rights Association whose main 

goal was to get women the vote. Caroline was also a leader in the Outdoor Art League, a group 

that wanted to make the outdoors beautiful. Caroline’s tomb in Cave Hill Cemetery reads: “I 

have fought the good fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith, henceforth--!”

Caroline Leech (1864-1915)
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Caroline Leech

created by Jenrose Fitzgerald
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Letter writing was the primary form of communication for the women of the Suffrage 

Movement. They wrote letters to each other about plans, They wrote letters to the editor of 

newspapers and they wrote letters to elected officials. They also worked on many concerns 

beyond voting rights. They were concerned about health care, education, sanitation and the 

legal and financial rights of women.

What problems do you see in your community?

Playwriting PromptPlaywriting Prompt
- LETTER WRITING -

Who has the power to address it? (A Principal? A Metro Council person? The Mayor? 
The governor? Your state or national congress people or senators?)

Write a letter to that person explaining the problem, why it’s important to you and 
what possible solutions you see. Make sure to be clear about what you are asking 
them to do about the problem.

created by Jennifer Thalman Kepler
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________________________________________________________ [Your Full Name]

________________________________________________________ [Your Address]

________________________________________________________ [Your City & State]

______________________________ [Today’s Date]

________________________________________________________ [Title & Full Name]

________________________________________________________ [Address]

________________________________________________________ [City & State]

Dear ________________________________________: [Title & Last Name, i.e. - Governor Beshear]

My name is ___________________________ and I __________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
[Insert your name along with your city, school or location and a sentence about yourself] 

I am writing you because  ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
[Include the problems and concerns you’ve indentified, why it’s important to you, and what 
you’re asking them to do]

Thank you for your time and for hearing my voice.

Sincerely,

__________________________________________________________ [Your Signature]

__________________________________________________________ [Your Name]
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- LETTER WRITING -

A X X T S E T O R P S A G E Q U T K I Q
P N V O T E H B N C N I Q P G E P V W W
A D H Y A D N O I T C E L E K C Q D V H
B Y G P W Z S V I Y D Q R C T S Z W T T
K M L L T U O S O N R M I T P A R A D E
V C M Y K F U G A B O P K Y G N N I N N
D I S E N F R A N C H I S E M E N T B Y
S L L S F O V C D N O I T I T E P U U P
U J T R E Y I G U K W M B A T H L M U I
P U A O L P A T Q N V J O Q L C O Y T J
R G P F L O B M A T Z W O V S S B B E S
E Z N S I L E K E N H M F N E S I L O A
M S J M V B A Q Z N I B E A W M G G L N
E I R W S A P B U N D M G F T G E Y E L
C W N O I S S A P A O M I H U P Q N Y L
O E F M U N Q F R W L A E R P S L W T Z
U R A A O V Z B D N S I T N C O Y S E X
R Y G N L W U W K S A S T D T S D E R N
T T N H A D M W L I N V R Y N Q I W H A
L J R O C O A Y F Y R P O I U V M D V E

AMENDMENT
ANTI SUFFRAGE

BALLOT
DISCRIMINATION

DISENFRANCHISEMENT

ELECTION DAY
EQUALITY

LEGISLATION
LOUISVILLE
MOVEMENT

PARADE
PASSION

PETITION
PICKET

PROTEST

STRUGGLE
SUPREME COURT

VOTE
WOMAN

WOMENS CLUB

Suffrage Word Search
created by Holly Stone & Morgan Younge
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After congress passed the 19th amendment, ¾ of the states needed to ratify, or agree to 

pass, the amendment. This is Kentucky’s Governor Edwin P. Morrow signing the 19th 

amendment. His wife, a suffragist, is the woman standing behind him. Several other 

suffragists were gathered around, present at the signing.

created by Clare Hagan

RATIFICATION
KENTUCKY

created by Clare Hagan
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Mary Virginia Cook was born close to Bowling Green, Kentucky. She was a bright student and 
teacher, and people noticed. They helped her go on to  study at Louisville’s State University, 
now known as Simmon’s College. She graduated top of her class and went on to teach Latin 
and Math at her university. Mary Cook  was well-known, both in Louisville and the national 
Baptist community. She was one of two women elected to serve as part of the National Baptist 
Educational Convention board. She wrote for newspapers under the name “Grace Ermine” 
and traveled the country to speak in National Conventions when she was still in her 20s. She 
remained active in local, national, and political groups and advocated for both women and 
African Americans.

Mary Virginia Cook Parrish (1863-1945)

created by Alexis Stix Brown
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Mary Virginia Cook Parrish

created by Alexis Stix Brown
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Georgia, Alice, Mollie, and Ida Nugent were four sisters who lived in Louisville. Although 
their parents were not able to read and write, the three of them went on to become school 
teachers, and all four of them became leaders in their community. Georgia Nugent helped 
to organize the Woman’s Improvement Club in 1896 and served as both president and 
secretary. Alice played piano. She was a long-time member of the Kentucky Association 
of Colored Women, and wrote the group’s official song. Mollie worked making dresses. 
She and her husband lived with the rest of the Nugent family in a big house on 6th street 
next to Mary Virginia Parrish’s house. Ida Bell lived with her parents and siblings and 
taught in Louisville until 1908 when she married Andrew Lyman Paey, a physician, and 
moved to Norfolk, Va.  She still came back often to visit her family.

The Nugent Sisters:
Georgia (circa 1872), Alice (1875), Ida (1880) and Mollie (1867)

Alma Bergmann
 (1845-1938) 
Alma Bergmann was born in Kentucky 
in 1845. Her father had been a German 
aristocrat and her mother was from a 
noble French Family. Like her father, 
Alma came to have an open mind. 
Alma had many roles within the 
Louisville Equal Rights Association, 
and used her connections in the 
German community to help promote 
suffrage.
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The Nugent Sisters

created by Alexis Stix Brown
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Frances Fox was a teenager in Louisville who believed deeply in women’s right to 
vote. Her father however was deeply opposed to women’s suffrage. He even spoke 
about it publicly and wrote a book about it. Write a 2 person scene between Frances 
and her Father Judge Fox where she tries to convince him that women voting is good 
for women and good for the community. 

scene writing Promptscene writing Prompt

Frances:

Judge:

Francis:

Judge:

Francis:

Judge:

Francis:

created by Jennifer Thalman Kepler
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created by Erin Fitzgerald
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Macauley’s Theater was a popular theater in Louisville. Speakers talked there, including 
many speakers for the National Suffrage convention in Louisville. The Louisville Suffragists 
also held a fundraiser at Macauley’s  during World War I to support gardens made to grow food 
for soldiers.

created by Jenrose Fitzgerald
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graphic design and layout 
holly stone

illustrations and coloring pages
alexis stix brown, erin fitzgerald, jenrose fitzgerald, clare hagan

activitiy pages design and research
jennifer thalman kepler, jill marie schierbaum, holly stone, morgan younge

content writer and editor
clare hagan

Research Team
Sara G.B. Canary (Research Co-Director), Haydee Canovas, 
Kathi E.B. Ellis, Clare Hagan, Jill Marie Schierbaum, Emily 

Stewart, Holly Stone (Research Co-Director)

Core Devising Team
Adama Abramson, Shannon Woolley Allison, Clare Hagan 
(Stage Manager), Emily Stewart, Jennifer Thalman Kepler 

(Devising Director), Tiera Thomas, Morgan Younge

Additional Devisors
Sara G.B. Canary, Ebony Jordan, Karole Spangler,  

Jill Marie Schierbaum

Pandemic Taskforce
Clare Hagan, Holly Stone, Jennifer Thalman Kepler, 

Morgan Younge

Suffrage-At-Home Kit Team
Jennifer Thalman Kepler, Jill Marie Schierbaum, 

Tiera Thomas, Morgan Younge
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